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Following an encouraging start to the rainy season in October and November, December and January have not disappointed, with rain falling on over a third of the days since our last newsletter. The New Year was brought in with style by 17 mm on January 1st, following the 91 mm which had fallen during December. The slow and steady rainfall has since continued with a further 133 mm falling in the rest of January.  Much to our relief this has kept the temperatures below 35°C and we have been spared the hottest days (touch wood!), although we have occasionally had to pay the price with stifling humidity.   
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The graph on the right gives a summary of the 2010 weather and includes various points of note.  The daytime maximum varies by only some 5 or 6oC over the year but the night-time minimum varies by almost double that:  it’s the night temperature that determines season.  The rainfall line shows clearly the excellent late rains we had in April, the very dry winter months and the onset of the summer rains.  The graph does not show humidity readings:  these peaked at about 70% daily maximum / 25% daily  minimum during the rains; 45% daily maximum and 5% daily minimum by the end of the dry winter.
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As a result of the rain the bush is looking fantastic – the vegetation is lush and the grass is thicker than most people can remember (although this makes spotting game more difficult!) With water widely available in smaller pools and streams throughout the reserve, herbivore visits to our own waterhole have been less regular but these two months have nevertheless produced some special sightings. Many general game species have visited Leopard’s View, including warthog, impala, waterbuck, kudu, duiker and giraffe. Indeed on several occasions down at the waterhole there have been herds of impala larger than we have seen previously and with numbers into the hundreds.  [image: image10.jpg]


With the abundance of lush grass around there has been something of a baby boom here in Balule, with some wonderful sightings of young giraffes and impalas, as well as a small duiker calf which can be seen with the area’s resident pair. 
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On the evening of the 22nd January we were delighted to see three elephants drinking at our waterhole. From the crunching and crashing coming from the surrounding bush we are sure there were others out of sight. A leopard has also been in the vicinity and was spotted on two occasions, once by Iris as it walked past the kitchen area at dusk at the end of December and once at the end of January down at the waterhole.   We also saw a member of the so-called ‘Small 5’ - so named after their larger namesakes – drinking from the bird pool below the deck:  our visitor was a leopard tortoise, the largest of South Africa’s tortoises and coincidentally the only species which is able to swim.
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As visitors who have been to Leopard’s View during the summer months will know, now is the time for would-be bird watchers to keep their binoculars at hand. Migratory bird species flock to Southern Africa in time for the abundance of insects which appear during the wet and warm summer months, greatly boosting the number of bird species around. Amongst those we have seen most of are the lesser grey shrike, red-backed shrike, European roller, European bee-eater and Jacobin cuckoo.

[image: image25.jpg]


[image: image26.jpg]


[image: image27.jpg]




Birds (from top left): migrant European roller, European bee-eater, Lesser grey shrike, Jacobin cuckoo; and resident  Arrow-marked babbler
Despite the humidity we have managed to do a few jobs around the lodge, the largest of which was the creation of a new vehicle track down to the borehole pump and waterhole which took place over three days in early December. The old track was very steep and as a result was suffering from heavy erosion in places. Although we are always grateful for the rain, heavy downpours can cause considerable erosion damage to the reserve’s roads. As a result we have also been doing some anti-erosion work, packing rocks in order to reduce run off. Work in the lodge garden also continues, with many new cuttings being planted by Iris and Lucia, plus more shrubs and succulents following a visit to our favourite nursery. 

Not only is the bush a pleasure to see, being incredibly lush and green, but there is an abundance of wild flowers. Everywhere you look in the bush the green is smattered with pockets of colour, from the deep purple pods on the lowveld cluster leaf tree to the bright yellow of the wild daisies. 


We are keeping our fingers crossed that the rains will continue for a few months more, securing the health of the bush during the coming winter months.




 
 






























































Green Lunar Moth Argema mimosae
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Best wishes to all our newsletter readers





Neil & Ann





Flowers in the garden





Flower of 


Mother-in-law’s tongue Sanseviera aethiopica





Leopard tortoise





Waterbuck





The beautiful European roller





Elephant at the waterhole
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Duiker and young





Impala mother 


and lamb





Giraffe at the waterhole





Part of an impala herd of 105 





The bush in December





A selection of wild flowers





Young giraffe





Purple-pod clusterleaf Terminalia prunoides





Sunset behind the escarpment








Lions and Lodge











