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Since the issue of the May Newsletter, we have been basking in a wonderful and typical lowveld winter.  True, we have had some welcome rain (three falls of 5 – 7 mm) linked to a few cold fronts blowing up from the Cape, so have had some cold days as a result.  Overall, though, we have enjoyed clear, bright, sunny days that have been pleasantly warm but not too hot (mostly 25 - 29 oC), with crisp, cold nights (around 13 – 15 oC, although our coldest night so far got down to 5.6 oC) and refreshing early mornings and beautiful dawn skies.

Most of the deciduous trees have lost the majority of their leaves, although a few are still clinging on to some of the marula, knobthorn and bushwillow trees.  The evergreens now stand out, especially the apple leaf trees down in the valley.
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It’s a similar story in the Lodge gardens – they are doing well but there is little or no growth.  However, the winter-flowering plants have been putting on a good show with most of the aloes flowering, including some that were planted as cuttings relatively recently.  As a result we have seen and heard white-bellied sunbirds around on a regular basis and black-headed orioles have enjoyed the nectar from some of the larger aloe and succulent species.
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One of the highlights of Leopard’s View is to sit on the deck during the day and watch the waterhole.  As previous guests are aware, unfortunately the same has not been quite so true at night because we inherited a floodlight positioned so as to produce considerable glare in the eyes of any evening watcher.  At last, and with help from our wonderful neighbours, we moved the floodlight mounting pole, redid the electrics, and, with a new bulb as well, 22nd June brought the first night of non-glare game viewing in the dark.  We were rewarded just a day later, on the 23rd, with a superb view of a rhino drinking at the waterhole at about 8.00 p.m. in the evening.  
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Pole down……..
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…dragging to new position…






           ….. pole in new position…
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….the result – no glare.!
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In general the dry weather and the increasing dryness of the bush have resulted in more animals visiting the waterhole, although there have been less for a few days each time it has rained.  Elephants have continued to visit on a regular basis and we have had a number of visits from three rhinos, one bull on his own and two other bulls that move together. We have heard lions often.  It was very good to see buffalo at the waterhole at the end of June after an absence for a while.  A large herd came through in mid-July.  Even the humble and ubiquitous impala have been a source of interest,  The rut has finished but some of the males are still rushing around checking on their females and making their rutting grunts.  Impala groups often gather near the Lodge during the night and some large herds have provided many hours of viewing at and around the waterhole.  Waterbuck, giraffe, zebra, wildebeest, kudu, duiker, warthog, black-backed jackal and others are frequent visitors to the Lodge area and to the waterhole in particular.  All six of the bushbabies resident in the viewing tower still survive and can be counted out each night as they leave their home at dusk.  
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The end of July brought the interesting and unusual occurrence of a bull elephant death as a result of a fight with another bull.  The carcass was about three kilometres from the Lodge and attracted lions, vultures and people.  We saw 5 adult females and 5 cubs of varying sizes feeding on the remains.
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Having not heard them for some months, we were pleased to hear fiery-necked nightjars again in July.  They join our regular night-time chorus from the barred, pearl-spotted and African scops owls.  Although the summer migrants have gone, our resident birds provide continuing sightings and interest:  even the normally shy grey-headed bush shrike came out to pose for the camera in early June.

Improving the Lodge, both in terms of facilities and in terms of the environs, remains an ongoing task.
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Kudu Hut has gained from the acquisition of some new furniture and new pencil-drawing pictures, mainly of elephants.  This hut now looks tremendous (like the other two.)  
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We spent quite some time in June tidying up the remaining materials from the various building projects of the last year.  

June also saw the purchase of a powerful strimmer and we have been able to create proper firebreaks close to all the thatched buildings.  Our fencing project is almost complete, with just two small sections to do:  the fence of lathe poles keeps out the garden-eating animals and looks excellent, giving the grounds a properly finished look, while not detracting in any way with the sense of continuity with the bush beyond.

Our next newsletter will be out in two months, hopefully around the middle of October,

 by which time we will have been here at Leopard’s View for just over a year.

Neil & Ann Kern







