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Leopard’s View Newsletter –  July 2010
June and July have proved to be very busy months in all respects:  guests, maintenance and game viewing.  The large number of guests was boosted by various World Cup visitors and it was a pleasure to host people from all over the world.  They all thoroughly enjoyed their time in South Africa, not least at the matches and at Leopard’s View.
[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


In between guests we have been doing all sorts of jobs around the Lodge.  These ranged from replacing Kudu Hut’s bathroom door, the bottom half of which had been eaten by termites, to moving a large shed used for storage.  It had stood between our house and the Lodge and was unsightly from both venues, as well as being inconvenient to reach.  It has now been positioned out of sight, behind the carports, where it is easier to get to.  It was a tough job, however, with some very heavy sections to move and reassemble.
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Baboons, monkeys, birds and the weather had all taken their toll on some of the thatch at the end of the tower roof where the bushbabies live:  repairing this was not a job we relished doing but one guest who is a keen rock-climber, with no concerns about heights, volunteered and did a wonderful repair to the thatch and the wire netting.  We wondered what the bushbabies thought about it all.
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Ann has been making new cushions and throws for the beds in the huts and also new cushion covers for some of the cushions on the uncovered decks.  These now match the material on the covered deck furniture and the whole lot ties in rather better.
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Perhaps the biggest task was putting in a new cable for the waterhole light.  Recent months have seen continuous problems with the power supply to the borehole pump and waterhole floodlight – the new cable has cured those and also means we no longer have to apologise to guests about having to creep round the back of Duiker Hut at bed time to turn the floodlight off!  The digging took three days using the cool of early morning and late afternoon but even so, 200 metres seemed a very long way when travelling by spade and hoe.  Once the cable was laid, it was all connected up to a new distribution box and new switches next to the bar.  At the same time as running the cable around the edge of the concrete deck we made new cement and stone drainage channels to help drain the deck and some of the paths without erosion in the future.
Although the plants in the gardens are not growing much now in the dry, we have continued to propagate cuttings to fill in the remaining bare patches.  In mid-June baboons ate two beautiful palm trees that we had only recently put in.  We had to buy new ones and replant, this time surrounded by wire netting that will at least make life harder for the baboons next time.
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Many of the aloe species have been in bloom, attracting a variety of birds.  The black-headed orioles and the grey go-away birds particularly like the larger flowers while the smaller aloe flowers have brought in sunbirds, mainly the white-bellied sunbird but also a small number of Marico sunbirds.  The Lowveld candelabra cactus flowers have been inundated with butterflies, wasps and ordinary flies.
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The Lowveld winter weather has contued to live up to expectations.  Average daily maximum temperatures were 26.5 and 26.3 for June and July respectively, pleasantly warm without being too hot (especially for physical work), but cool at night with cold, bright and crisp early mornings.  Rainfall for the two months totalled 1.5 mm and the bush has now taken on its winter brown, yellow and ochre colouration.  The net result has been a lot of traffic to the waterhole and the birdpool.
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We have seen 22 mammal species at or very close to the Lodge.  Although we haven’t seen any, we have heard hyenas calling quite frequently and one night had the pleasure of hearing hyena, jackal, lion and leopard all calling at around the same time.  Jackal sightings have become an almost daily occurrence, either at the waterhole (including seeing them eat raisin bush berries) or on our entrance road.  A few of the jackals have mange and look somewhat scruffy but they seem to survive.
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Other carnivore sightings have been good, including leopard at the waterhole at about 10.00 p.m. on the 12th June:  it stayed a long time drinking before moving off.  We also had a fleeting glimpse of one 12 days later and have heard leopard calls on several occasions.  Another treat was seeing a civet, very briefly at the birdpool on the 3rd July and then for longer (but still not long!) at the waterhole exactly a week later. The lions have roared frequently, close by during several nights, and a male and female drank at the waterhole at about 7.30 a.m. on the 18th July.  
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Giraffe have been plentiful and on the 2nd of July two young males treated us to a display of “necking”:   this is a ritualised fighting, probably to establish dominance, in which they stand side by side and then swing their necks and try to hit their opponent on the legs and chest with the small ‘horns’ on the tops of their heads.  They also use their necks to parry incoming blows.  It is all done rather slowly and gracefully.  On the 11th June,  one  male spent  some  three  hours browsing  trees right at the 
Lodge fence, immediately outside Duiker Hut and the parking area.
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There have been plenty of grazing animals, ranging in size from white rhino (two on the morning of 6th July)  through buffalo on a number of occasions, zebra, impala, wildebeest, waterbuck, and down to scrub hare (two sightings – 29th June and, for a long time, 11th July.)  One afternoon we were pleased to see a group of approximately ten dwarf mongoose sitting on some rocks where there was once a hide.

On the night of the 2nd July, we heard elephant noises close by and drove out to find them – they were on the track down to the borehole and waterhole.  We returned to the Lodge and soon afterwards a bull appeared at the waterhole, drank and moved off.  The noise of other elephants (branches breaking and vegetation tearing) gradually moved down the hill in the darkness and eventually twelve cows and youngsters reached the waterhole and drank for some time.  They were joined by another bull shortly before they moved out of the light and headed along the valley.  
We have had a wonderful array of birds both in the gardens and at the revamped birdpool, which is proving to be more popular than ever.  A woolly-necked stork appeared at the waterhole in early June and several green pigeons were around at the same time.  A flock of red-faced mousebirds was seen at the waterhole and up at the birdpool.  During one game drive we and our guests were treated to the sight of two tawny eagles attacking a juvenile marshall eagle that had killed a guinea fowl.
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