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Having waxed lyrical in the last newsletter about the amount of rain we’d received at the start of the summer, these past two months have turned out to be incredibly hot and dry. Indeed March saw the hottest month we’ve encountered since moving to Leopard’s View with an average daily maximum of 34.6°C. Since the promising start in December and January only 42 mm have fallen and we are still 100 mm short of the average annual rainfall. Many a big storm has threatened but unfortunately passed on without bringing any meaningful rain. As a result the bush had turned brown with many trees already dropping their leaves. We desperately hope that April will bring late rains akin to those we experienced last year or it will be a difficult winter in terms of available water and grazing. 
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With the quality of vegetation outside the lodge declining rapidly, the lush green plants inside have proved to be a temptation too far and several times a day we had to chase a female warthog with four piglets out of the garden. In March the warthogs finally gave us cause to replace the main lodge entrance gate. After several days’ hard digging we were able to cement in the gate posts and put up our new hinged gate which has so far kept them at bay! 
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The warthogs have not been the only culprits: only 10 days after we removed the protective wire mesh an elephant ate the top of the Weeping Boer Bean tree planted 18 months ago! 
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February also saw the Leopard’s View team taking their maintenance elsewhere: one Saturday we spent the day at Iris’s new plot of land near Acornhoek in order to put up a fence around the area. 
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The lack of rainfall has resulted in some fantastic game viewing with many of the herbivores in the area [image: image12.jpg]
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visiting our waterhole. We’ve had some wonderful sightings of giraffe, warthog, zebra, kudu, bushbuck, large impala herds, wildebeest, waterbuck and the resident duiker pair. We’ve also been treated to some great behavioural displays, from a magnificent pair of fighting male [image: image15.jpg]


waterbuck to a shy young giraffe unsure quite [image: image16.jpg]


what to make of an old buffalo lying in the waterhole. It made several attempts to drink, each time backing out at the last moment before eventually succumbing to thirst and drinking right beside him!  
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There has also been a lot of activity by the larger and thicker skinned animals of Balule. It has been a busy period for the elephants which were spotted at the waterhole on ten occasions, including a lone bull who is fitted with a radio collar as part of a ‘Save the Elephants’ project. We’ve seen him on several occasions previously; he seems to have taken quite a fancy to our bird pool! We were thrilled to see three rhino drinking at the end of February, followed by a group of four the next day. Buffalo have been seen at the waterhole seven times, ranging in number from lone individuals to large herds. 

[image: image24.jpg]


We were also lucky enough to watch a leopard tortoise making its surprisingly speedy way across the entrance road and a slender mongoose drinking from the bird pool, as well as two hyenas at the waterhole early one morning.
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Those of you who remember the bush baby sagas of last year will be happy to know that the family is still going strong with the group living above the office treating us to some great visuals. One afternoon in early March Neil was sitting in the office when he heard a soft thud from outside the door:  a baby bush baby had fallen from the roof onto the office veranda.  Soon afterwards a female came down, picked the pup up by the scruff of its neck and carried it back up to the roof. There are now at least three bush babies living in the roof of the viewing tower again. They have been as curious observers of us as we have been of them, jumping down onto the lower branches to investigate and on one occasion stopping just above us to eat some nutritious tree gum.
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There was, however, only one contender for the sighting of the month. In the early evening of Feb 28th a giraffe was sadly killed after striking low power cables on Sable Road, about 500 m from our entrance road. The power lines were 5.2 m high but in the case of taller individuals even this is not sufficient. Eskom have since sent teams into the reserve to raise many of the remaining lower power lines. It didn’t take long for the lion pride to find the carcass and next morning three adult females were there feeding. As the carcass was partially blocking the road it was moved about 100 m off into the bush later that day, leaving the lions free to exploit their newfound food source. We returned to the carcass many times over the next four days, witnessing some fascinating interactions. 


For example, one morning we encountered four pride lions resting on Sable Road:  after a while they moved to the carcass and on the approach of these four the young males there ran off whilst an old adult female remained, growling at the newcomers.  Several months these three younger males were ejected from the local large pride, as usually happens when they reach maturity (and their manes are now well developed.) The older female from the pride now spends a lot of time with these young males.  However, by the afternoon the three young males were back in possession of the carcass.  They and the older female, plus two pride youngsters, were at the carcass but suddenly rushed off at high speed.  We later discovered that they had gone to meet one of the big pride males and that the three young males had given him quite a beating. Later that evening the battered pride male walked passed our neighbours veranda, where we were in the middle of dinner, and drank at our waterhole.  By the next afternoon the two mature pride males were back in control at the carcass, with one looking very much the worse for wear. Eventually the lions moved on, leaving what was left for the patient black-backed jackals and vultures to finish off and us to reflect on what an incredible week it had been!

Whilst we’d never turn down a lion sighting we often find that the smaller things bring as much excitement. We’ve enjoyed some wonderful bird sightings in recent weeks including several ‘birding parties’ at the bird pool. A birding party is a term used to describe a group of birds made up of many different species, usually displaying several different feeding strategies. We’ve been able to sit on the deck and watch bearded woodpecker, Southern black tits, yellow-billed hornbills, Burchell’s starling, long-billed crombecs and blue waxbills all together, and the following morning wattled starlings, red-billed buffalo weavers, blue waxbills, red and yellow-billed hornbills, fork-tailed drongos, arrow-marked babblers and laughing doves. 


We also noted a few bird species which we hadn’t yet seen at Leopard’s View, including  Bronze-winged coursers, nocturnal birds which we’ve since seen several times on the entrance road at night. Down at the waterhole we’ve sighted Southern ground hornbills and saddle-billed storks. Both species are sadly threatened so it was a real pleasure to know that they’re surviving in the area. 
All that remains is to wish our newsletter readers a very Happy Easter! 
To keep up to date on Leopard’s View news and photos in between the two-monthly newsletters, see our latest blog at ‘www.leopardsview.blogspot.com’.

Best wishes,

Neil and Ann
































Lionesses at the giraffe carcass





Saddle-billed storks





Green woodhoopoe





Bush baby feeding on gum








Southern ground hornbills





Leopard tortoise














Duiker at the bird pool





Hooded vulture





The old female growls at the new arrivals








A lioness tucks in!





Lionesses at the giraffe carcass








Rhino at the waterhole





Wildebeest





Elephant





Young giraffe sizes up an old buffalo





The other pride male





Pride female approaches the carcass





Young female on Sable Road





The carcass is claimed by the pride males





The bush – already brown at the end of March





Waterbuck family





Warthogs can be very destructive in the garden!











Giraffe drinking from the waterhole





Threatening clouds – but no rain








