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Leopard’s View Newsletter – November 2008

The absence of a Leopard’s View newsletter for the last four months should not be taken as an indication that nothing has been happening:  on the contrary, it is only because things have been very busy at the Lodge.  So, picking up in June where we left off (and summarising the huge amount there is to report)……

June saw the renovation plans finalised, particularly focussing on how best to make the smallest of the three rondavels a reasonable size, and how to improve the staff accommodation and the kitchen and provide an office/reception area all at the same time.

Building work began in earnest in July and plans were finalised, aided by our presence in South Africa for a four week Field Guide training course (very enjoyable and successful.)  By mid-August, with the work increasing in pace, we saw the completion of the first projects.  The main deck and bar had a new thatch roof, covering the whole area and helping to make this both cool and dry.  
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The adjacent uncovered deck was replaced a by a much larger concrete sun deck and braai area.  The kitchen and office extension made good progress and the smallest hut (previously ‘The Hilton’, now “Duiker”) was enlarged, re-roofed, a new veranda added and the bathroom redone.
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We arrived at the Lodge permanently on 16th September and Mike, our caretaker manager for the last few months left to take up a guiding post at Gwalagwala.  Reliable internet and phone service was added almost immediately and our communications with the outside world have improved greatly as a result.  Renovation work continued and although there were times when it seemed we were living in a building site, order gradually emerged form chaos as the various areas neared completion.  “Kudu” Hut (previously called ‘The Hyatt’) was finished (new enlarged bathroom, reorganisation of internal walls, enlarged veranda) and we moved in there pending the completion of our new accommodation, the site for which was being prepared.  “Duiker” Hut was finished in terms of structural work.

The weather in September was extremely hot with upper 30s and even some lower 40s being recorded.  With no rain for a long time the bush was getting very dry but the bonus was that the animal traffic to our waterhole was tremendous.  Giraffe were plentiful and seemed to favour the trees inside the Lodge, or on the perimeter, and we enjoyed the sight of giraffe browsing just a few metres from us on many occasions.
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Two young male lions visited the waterhole on the 24th and stayed there for some time.  Kudu and warthog were almost nightly visitors to the Lodge, eating the aloes and all the other plants that animals are not supposed to eat, but the bush was very short of food at that stage.
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In October everything suddenly seemed to reach the finishing off stage and a seemingly new, clean and bright Lodge emerged.  
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The kitchen was finished and Iris and Lucia moved into their new accommodation.  

The new office & reception area was occupied and became functional.

“Giraffe Hut” (was ‘The Sheraton’) was completed and it and the rest of the Lodge buildings and the perimeter walls were painted in colours that blend well with the surroundings and are sympathetic to our bush location.

Ann made curtains, Neil made curtain poles and eventually the two combined so our huts now have privacy!  New furniture for Duiker Hut arrived and looks very smart.  New dining table and chairs followed soon after.
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“Giraffe” - before, after and inside now
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The gardens have been laid out differently, the splash pool has been repaired and repainted and a fabulous pod mahogany wooden slab was added to the bar.  The bird pool has been cleaned and repaired and in the hot weather (still many very hot days in October, as in September, with our highest temperature 41.5oC) the warthog have greatly enjoyed cooling off in there.

A leopard  visited the waterhole on the 11th and we hope will come again.  On the 12th we took time off from working on the Lodge to just sit and watch – that is after all what Leopard’s View is all about.  Twelve species of mammals appeared during the day, either down at the waterhole or up in the vicinity of the Lodge itself, and we recorded 38 separate visits by animals, ranging form two minutes to two hours.  

At last, on the 17th (re-opening day!) had some rain – not enough but anything was very welcome.
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The first guests to visit the new Leopard’s View arrived on the 18th October with the Lodge fully functional.  Since then we have continued to work on various cosmetic aspects of the lodge, especially the gardens.

During the week beginning the 19th a group of seven buffalo were almost daily drinkers at the waterhole, not surprising in view of the heat, which continued in the high 30s.  Five lions were seen at the waterhole on the 28th.  Most evenings a scrub hare came to the bird pool for a long drink (although since it has rained we haven’t seen it) and the bushbaby is still a regular visitor.  Some welcome rain on the 30th.
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November at last brought really good rain and the bush is now turning green very quickly.  Most trees are now in leaf and a carpet of herbs and grasses is flourishing.  We have had some 80 mm so far and there is the promise of more to come.  With food reappearing outside the Lodge we have been able to bring in plants to stock the gardens with less fear that the kudu will devour them overnight.  Our planting is all indigenous, of course, with a good mix of ground cover, shrubs and trees to complement what is already growing in the grounds.  Many of the new species will help to attract birds and butterflies.
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Elephant made a welcome return having been away from the Lodge area for many weeks.

Finally, the Leopard’s View website is undergoing a renovation as well – some time in the next week or two the new pages will come on line:  please browse!

Hopefully it will not be quite so long before the next newsletter appears – probably January, so best wishes for Christmas and New Year in the meantime.

