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Leopard’s View Newsletter –  September 2009

The game viewing at the Lodge has been tremendous during the two months of August and September. Particularly latterly as the bush has become ever drier.  We have had some stunning cat sightings, beginning with a leopard at the end of August.  This large male spent about ten minutes drinking and marking his territory by the waterhole, before moving off to lie under a bush just on the edge of the lit area.  When one of our resident duikers passed close by we thought we might see a leopard kill before our eyes but the duiker became wary and moved off without the leopard making a move.

As if that wasn’t special enough, the 14th September brought a caracal to the waterhole at around 8.15 p.m.\;  it drank heavily, sat and looked around, for about 7 or 8 minutes before moving away.  Two days later there were three caracals there, also during the evening, but this time they stayed for only a brief moment.
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We have had several lion sightings at the Lodge and guests on game drives have twice encountered a pride of 16 – two adult males, adult females and lots of cubs of varying sizes.  
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Possibly the same group killed a wildebeest very close to the Lodge, about 150 m, early one morning towards the end of August, but by dawn had moved on.  The tracks suggested at least ten individuals.
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It has been good to see elephants throughout this period – in August on several occasions at and near the lodge with one group of three bulls spending three days in the vicinity, during which time they brought down at least four trees that we could find.  In late September, a herd of over 50 spent several days about two kilometres south of us and were seen by guests on several game drives.
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As the trees have started to come into new leaf, especially the knobthorns, so we have seen an increase in the giraffe presence in the area with one or several coming by the Lodge every day.  Some have spent a considerable time browsing very close indeed.  We noticed the same last year.

We see buffalo quite regularly but mainly one or a small number of bulls.  It was therefore a treat to have a large herd of over 100 drink at the waterhole  three  times  within   24  hours  on  the
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 26th and 27th September.  On their second visit, with the light just right from the lowering sun, many of the herd drifted up the hill from the waterhole and grazed around the birdpool:  we enjoyed this spectacle for an hour or more.
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In general, there has been an increase in activity at the waterhole as the bush has now become very dry and most days have brought several species down to drink and on many occasions to graze or browse close to the Lodge.
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All six of the bushbabies are still there and have proved a great attraction for our guests and a real challenge for guest photographers, given the speed and agility they show when they emerge from their home under the ridge of the tower roof.  We also see duiker regularly – one or two each day, separately and together – either at the waterhole or around the birdpool or the Lodge boundaries.
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Balule Nature Reserve’s spotted hyena reintroduction programme is now firmly underway and the first new hyena to be translocated into the Reserve arrived in August.  This young male is now habituating to the area in a specially constructed boma and will eventually be released to join the small population already here.  Efforts are still under way to capture other hyenas to loin the programme.

It’s been a good time for birds as well, with much calling and mating activity, especially from the red- and yellow-billed hornbills.  After hearing it for a night or two, we had an excellent sighting of Verreaux’s eagle-owl (previously know as the Giant eagle owl) when it visited the waterhole one evening in late Septemebr.  We have also seen woolly-necked storks down there.

[image: image11.jpg]



Our local barred owls, which we hear virtually every day and night, were seen bathing in the birdpool, the two of them sitting on a log by the side of the water and then taking it in turns to dive in.  One afternoon they were seen mobbing a very large monitor lizard when it started to climb a dead tree just below the decks, causing the monitor to retreat (although it has been around quite a bit.)  We assume that they have a nest somewhere close by.

There has been a little rain during the last two months but much of August saw typical bright sunny days, not too hot, and crisp, chilly nights.  However, at the end of the month it became very hot and until mid-September we were experiencing hot, dry winds that kept the temperature high.  The final two weeks of this period have been very mixed, with many cloudy, cool and windy days interspersed with the odd hot and sunny one.  There has been the promise of rain but in practice just the odd shower of a millimetre or so.  We will have to wait a bit longer it would seem before the dry conditions are alleviated.
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The trees have been a delight, especially the knobthorns, which have flowered profusely, filling the air with scents not dissimilar to orange blossom. And a continuous buzz of nectar and pollen feeding insects.  Other Acacia species have been blooming as well and more recently, the marulas have started to flower.  The windy conditions have deposited much of this blossom in the splash pool, or so it would seem, and we have been constantly sweeping it out to keep the water clean.  Most of the Acacia blossom has gone to be replaced by fresh new leaves which have been a draw to the giraffes.

We continue to make improvements to the Lodge and have renovated or replaced the mosquito screens in two of the three huts.  In Duiker Hut this necessitated custom-made screens since the curvature of the walls is just too tight to allow commercially available ones to fit properly.  We have added a fan to the main viewing deck, under the thatch, and this has meant that guests can keep properly cool when the weather is hot and there is little or no breeze.  We have also put a proper fan in the Lodge kitchen, much to the relief of Ann, Iris and Lucia – it could get very hot indeed in there, especially when cooking was taking place.  The air-conditioning units have al been repaired and serviced so the one thing we can guarantee at Leopard’s View is that you can keep cool.
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We can also guarantee the unexpected, like this extraordinarily life-like (i.e. tree-like) stick-insect, about 15 cm long;  or the grey-headed bush shrike that posed, clicking and calling, in a tree just where it could be photographed easily.



We have finally produced the finished version of our guest handbook that we have been working on for some time.  I say “finished” but this is not entirely true;  it will no doubt continue to develop, especially as we update the bird and mammal sighting lists for the Lodge and the reserve.

We have continued to receive many favourable comments about the new-look website and Judy, our wonderful designer at UQH in Nelspruit, deserves the credit.  If you would like more information about the Lodge, you could do worse than to peruse the website – www.leopardsview.co.za.
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Dwarf mongoose








