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Leopard’s View Newsletter -September 2010
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The lives of people and the animals and birds of Balule are governed by the seasons and the weather:  and so it has been these last two months as the desiccation of late winter has set in, drying out the bush and the ground aided by significantly rising temperatures.  To illustrate:  the average daily maximum temperature for July was 26.3oC; August was 27.7 but September reached 30.7oC.  The night-time minimum average for July was 12.0oC but climbed to 17.1 for September.  We had less than 1 mm of rain during August and September and the humidity readings have been in steady decline since the late rains in April, especially the nigh-time maximum, as shown in the graph.
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As the food material in the bush has dried and the weather has become hotter so we have seen an ever increasing number of browsers and grazers visiting the waterhole and the birdpool.  Breakfast is a popular time and often we have sat with guests eating breakfast and watching as kudu, wildebeest, zebra, giraffe, impala or warthog have drunk.  Waterbuck at the birdpool with your egg and bacon makes a satisfying start to the day!  It has been a good time for buffalo, with a large herd visiting on the night of 4th August; they reappeared the next morning and again a week later, although this time in unusual circumstances.  During the early hours of the morning we were woken up by buffalo bellows from some distance away.  An hour or so later we were woken again by a noise that sounded like an approaching train.  It turned out to be a large herd of buffalo being pursued by lions.  For some time they careered this way and that in the space between our house and the road:  there was much bellowing, grunting, growling (of lions) and smashing of branches.  In the morning we found small bushwillows completely smashed and uprooted where the hood had run straight through them.  We saw this large herd again  towards the end of September.
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Although we didn’t see the lions that were pursuing the buffalo herd, we had an excellent sighting one morning in early August, with five about 300m from our entrance, and the same evening as well – a male drank at the waterhole but we managed to find him when we drove down there: he put on a great display, roaring, sitting, lying and  then  walking
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ahead of us on the track up the hill.  We had a good sighting of caracal at the waterhole on 4th September, late in the evening:  the first one we have seen for about 9 months.  Unfortunately I didn’t have the very big camera lens to hand.  Three rhino spent some time at the waterhole on the 14th September, at a time when that area catches the late afternoon sun.  There has been much elephant activity in the area and we have regularly heard them at night or have encountered new branches or whole trees across tracks, fresh dung and fresh spoor but we haven’t actually managed to see them at the Lodge (although we have see them between the Lodge and the reserve gate.)  However, in the early morning of 9th September three bulls approached the kitchen block and one tried to push over the marula tree there.  Iris and Lucia had to chase this individual away several times over the next few hours.  It finally gave up at around 10.00 in the morning.  
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The birdpool is now firmly re-established as a drinking point for several species:  we regularly see the local duikers there, including an adult female accompanied by a sub-adult female.  We wondered whether this was the same female we saw back in January with a very small fawn.  Waterbuck are also regulars, plus the occasional giraffe, jackal or even civet.  The bushbabies continue to survive – five in the tower roof at the last count and at least one under the apex of the roof of the office veranda.
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We have taken advantage of the dry weather to have some work done on the roofs of the Lodge buildings.  At the end of August there was a week of work on the copings (repairs and sealing of the copings to prevent leaks); in mid-September another week of work on maintenance – brushing and combing, removing debris, patching where required etc.   Finally on the 27th September, the complete re-thatching of Kudu Hut started.  This is at least a two week project but by the end of September significant progress had been made.  As part of the work the roof will be extended at the side of the entrance porch which will help to keep that section of the hut a little                           cooler.

There has been a great deal of bird activity at the birdpool, notably a large flock of bronze manikins that stayed around for a day or two in early August and, also in early August, a shirks (little banded goshawk) that spent an hour there, sitting, bathing           and    drinking.     









At the 
waterhole we have seen woolly-necked storks, yellow-billed stork and grey heron on several occasions.

The guinea fowl flocks have been ever-present in large numbers.



The highlights of these two months…..?
The knobthorn blossom this year was fantastic, with large swathes of trees covered in white flowers.  The smell is wonderful, not unlike orange blossom.  Giraffes enjoy eating the flowers and one spent some time just below the deck, eating blossom and new leaves and drinking at the birdpool, as we sat and watched.  He knew we were there but carried on regardless, with just on occasional glance in our direction to check us out.
Best wishes to all our readers – 
Neil & Ann Kern




Giraffe at the birdpool





Late afternoon winter colours





Late afternoon, winter colours





Buffalo herd, 4th August





Giraffe browsing on knobthorn blossom





Buffalo cow, 4.8.2010








Lion, 5.8.2010





Lion, 5.8.2010








Rhino, 14.9.2010





Waterbuck at birdpool





Civet at birdpool





Knobthorns in bloom





Kudu Hut re-thatching





Kudu Hut re-thatching





Golden-tailed woodpecker (female)





Chinspot batis (male)





Red-headed weaver (male)





Shikra





Yellow-breasted apalis





Buffalo bull, 4.8.2010








